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A voice is always a voice. No other 
instrument in the world of music can be 
assigned to its owner as unequivocally as 
human singing, because the voice is the 
acoustic union of soul and face. If an 

extraordinary voice is then also combined with the gift of being able to slip into different 
guises and, on top of that, has extraordinary stories up its sleeve, then the end result 
might be an album as multifaceted, profound and vulnerable as Ina Forsman's "All 
There Is". 
 

The genre that "All There Is" falls within has yet to be invented. But who needs genres 
or categories when you can compensate for them with personalities? Ina Forsman 
herself describes her music as cinematic soul, with which she doesn't want to create a 
new category, but hits the nail on the head descriptively. On the one hand, her songs 
are influenced by the soul of the 1960s and 1970s and give undisguised insights into 
mental states. On the other hand, however, they take up space, have dramaturgy, plot 
threads, an explosive color palette and character. All of this calls for the big screen, 
like a Shirley Bessy. But no comparison with what has already existed or is familiar will 
really work, because Ina Forsman brings her very own stories to the best, and they 
play in the here and now. 
 

"All There Is" is the third album by the Berlin-based Finn. On her previous albums "Ina 
Forsman" (2016) and "Been Meaning To Tell You" (2019), she initially established 
herself as the powerful voice of her role models. On "All There Is" she ignites a new 
level of her expressively introspective self-realization by completely arriving at herself. 
The isolation associated with the lockdown may have encouraged this development, 
but the young singer had powers that wanted to be unleashed anyway. "Who am I, 
what am I doing here," she seems to ask us in every song. The emphasis is on I. She 
no longer relies on formulas that have worked for the last 50 years, but trusts in her 
very own vocabulary for the nocturnal atmospheres of her big city songs - sometimes 
in the shrill neon light, sometimes in the twilight of the nightshade. 
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“I look for melodies that are as soulful and organic as 
possible,” admits Ina Forsman. “This time I wrote all 
the songs by myself. I had made this decision 
anyway, but the pandemic suddenly left me with no 
other option. On my earlier albums I wrote the lyrics 
and my vocal melody but left it to the other musicians 
to write their parts around my idea. This time I had to 
do all this alone. I produced my own demos, learned 
to play the piano, then developed the horn and string 
arrangements. It was a big challenge for me to write 
all the material on this album myself. But along the 
way, I finally found out what kind of music actually 
suits me.” 
 

In the journey to finding her true self, Ina Forsman has 
discovered many versions of her own personality. An 
album is usually the mirror of the respective performer. Ina Forsman goes much 
further, because "All There Is" is a kind of kaleidoscope with countless variable colors, 
shapes, timbres and references. To compose her songs, she listens to the stories from 
her own life. She calls "All There Is" a love album, but it also depicts the different 
circumstances in the life of an independent artistic personality. "Even behind the 
greatest love stories there is usually a struggle," she emphasizes. “In some songs I tell 
how people fight together and then find their way to happiness together. The two main 
aspects of this record are life-changing love and life-changing struggles.” 
 

But like any great storyteller, Ina Forsman always finds an outlet for her characters in 
her songs. The vitality of each song works like a reviving injection. Listening to Ina 
Forsman is learning about life in the most entertaining way. At the same time she finds 
new appointments between past and present in every song. She makes no secret of 
her commitment to old school soul and jazz. The album's instrumentation, mix and 
sonic environment may indeed be very Sixties, and that's exactly how it's meant to be. 
But thanks to Ina Forsman's incredible presence in every single syllable that she sings, 
which is also expressed in her arrangements, this journey does not lead straight into 
the past, but always explores the sixties and seventies through the window of the 
present. “I write my songs as intuitively as possible. When I sit down to write a song, I 
don't think about what Aretha Franklin's or Dusty Springfield's producer would do, but 
write down what comes to mind as a Finnish girl in Berlin.” 
 

Life is complex and what we perceive as a moment is nothing more than a gondola on 
the cable car between the past and the future. Ina Forsman's songs take us back to 
our memory and, through the power of her voice and imagination, carry us towards our 
hopes and expectations. An album about and for life in its endless creative diversity. 
 
written by Wolf Kampmann 
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www.inaforsman.com 
 
https://www.facebook.com/InaForsman/ 
https://www.instagram.com/inaforsman/?hl=en 
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